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KEY TAKEAWAYS OF 2022 MIDTERM ELECTIONS 
 
The latest WPA Intelligence poll of 1,160 registered voters offers insights into the Republican Party’s underwhelming 
performance in last month’s midterm elections. 
 

1. Democrats knew earlier how they intended to vote with a plurality (41%) saying they made up their minds in the 
summer compared to 35% of Republicans. GOP voters were more likely than Democrats to say they made up their 
minds on Election Day.  

• Comparatively, 42% of Independents decided how they were going to vote a month before the election.  
• This points to the fact that many Republican campaigns should have communicated with Independent 

voters and incorporated introduction and persuasion messaging earlier in the cycle. 
 

2. Eleven percent of voters who view Biden unfavorably voted for Democrats in the midterm election, with 38% of 
voters who view Biden only “somewhat” unfavorably voting for a Democrat congressional candidate.  

• Republicans were more likely than Democrats to engage in split-ticket voting (31% vs. 25%) and were 
also generally more dissatisfied with their party’s nominees than Democrats were with theirs. 

i. One in six (17%) GOP voters say they voted for the nominee of the party they typically support but 
wished a different person was the candidate, compared to one in eight (13%) Democrats who say 
the same. 
 

3. Overall, the issues most important to voters were the state of the economy (90%), inflation (85%), and crime 
(84%), but there were major differences between Republicans and Democrats. 

• Republicans: economy (94%), inflation (94%), crime (93%), border security and illegal immigration (89%), 
and a return to normalcy (83%) were the most important issues. 

• Democrats: Protecting Medicare and Social Security (91%), preserving democracy (89%), securing 
abortion rights (88%), stopping MAGA extremists (88%), and racial justice (87%) were top. 

• Independents: economy (87%), inflation (83%), crime (81%), protecting Medicare and Social Security 
(79%), and a return to normalcy (79%) — largely mirrored those of Republicans. That understood, the GOP 
carried these voters by just two points, illustrating it was more than issues that drove the GOP to 
underperform with Independents. 
 

4. The survey underscores the unpopularity of “woke culture” with 48% of all voters — including 69% of Republicans, 
45% of Independents, and 27% of Democrats — saying “stopping woke culture” was important to them when 
voting in the midterm elections. 
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5. Attention given to former President Trump and the Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision appear to have bolstered 

Democrats in the midterm elections. 
• Eighty-eight percent of voters who cast ballots for Democrats said “Stopping MAGA Extremists” was an 

important factor in how they voted, with 74% saying it was “very important” to them. 
• Eighty-eight percent of Democrats and 60% of Independents said “securing abortion rights” was an 

important factor when deciding who to vote for in the election.  
i. A third (33%) of Republicans, including 41% of Republican women, said “securing abortion 

rights” was an important factor.  
ii. Comparatively, 56% of Republicans said “limiting abortions” was an important factor in their 

vote. 
• Contrary to conventional wisdom, the FBI’s raid on Mar A Lago energized Democrats more than 

Republicans with 35% of the Democrats saying the raid was “very important” in influencing their vote 
compared to 22% of the latter.  

i. Republican pundits and candidates may have inadvertently helped Democrats by spending much 
of the month of August addressing the raid. 

• Eighty-five percent of voters who cast ballots for Democrats said the Supreme Court’s overturning of Roe 
v. Wade was an important factor in influencing how they voted compared to just 48% of those who 
backed GOP congressional candidates. 

• Candidates who denied the results of the 2020 presidential election were at a disadvantage with 59% of 
split-ticket voters indicating this stance made them less likely to support the candidate and 43% saying it 
made them much less likely. 

• Eighty-six percent of Democrats, 53% of Independents, and 27% of Republicans said the storming of the 
U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021, was important in how they voted. 

• The four issues in which 5% or fewer voters said were unimportant — returning to normalcy, the economy, 
crime, inflation, and protecting Medicare and Social Security — highlighted the broad need for candidates 
to offer solutions to high-profile and intensifying problems instead of heightening the drama.  
 

6. Former President Trump is generally liked by Republicans with 70% viewing him favorably but this measurement 
has dissipated markedly from past surveys, and he is no longer seen as the head of the party by GOP voters.  

• That understood, Donald Trump is viewed unfavorably by almost one in three (29%) voters who backed 
Republicans in the midterms, including 33% of “Reagan Republicans,” 34% of “Traditional Republicans,” 
34% of Fox News viewers, and even one in five (21%) voters who backed him in 2020.  

• Additionally, 66% of Independents view Trump unfavorably, including 52% who view him “very 
unfavorably.” 

• A plurality of Republicans (40%) — including 50% of self-described “Traditional Republicans” and “Reagan 
Republicans” — say Donald Trump should no longer be the leader and face of the Republican Party while 
37% say he should be.  

i. Among Fox News viewers, 45% say Trump should no longer be the leader and face of the GOP 
while 35% say he should be. 
 

7. Florida Governor Ron DeSantis’ net favorability ratings surpass Trump among Republicans (+66 vs. +44), Fox 
News viewers (+58 vs. +27), and Trump’s own 2020 voters (+69 vs. +54).  

• DeSantis is also well liked by a broad coalition of Republicans with a 68%/0% favorable/unfavorable 
rating among self-described “Trump Republicans;” 71%/9% among “Traditional Republicans;” and 
82%/5% among “Reagan Republicans.” 

• DeSantis has more crossover appeal than both Trump and Biden with a net -3 favorability rating among 
Independent voters compared to -27 for Biden and -39 for Trump.  

• Among split-ticket voters, DeSantis’ net favorability rating is +7, Biden’s is -21, and Trump’s is -36. 
 

8. Sixty-four percent of all voters — including 60% of Republicans, 63% of Independents, and 65% of split-ticket 
voters — say Donald Trump was a major reason for the Republican Party’s poor performance in the midterm 
elections.  
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Conclusion 
 
“President Joe Biden and the Democrats’ woke agenda were, and remain, unpopular, but a series of tactical missteps by 
GOP campaigns, candidate quality issues, concerns over abortion in key races, and a focus on the past rather than the 
future of the Republican Party contributed to the GOP’s disappointing performance in the midterms.  
 
“Americans are generally more aligned with Republicans’ policy priorities, but controversies surrounding President Trump 
and missed messaging opportunities turned off many GOP voters, Independents, and split-ticket voters who may have 
otherwise backed Republicans.” 
 
- Amanda Iovino, Principal 
 
About the Poll 
  
WPAi conducted a poll of n=1,160 registered voters nationally. Data was collected via an online panel between November 
18-22, 2022. The sample was selected from the voter file using Registration Based Sampling (RBS) and was stratified by 
geography, age, race, partisanship, gender, education, and vote history to ensure a representative sample. The survey has 
a margin of error of +2.9% at the 95% confidence level. 
 
About WPAi 
  
WPA Intelligence is a leading provider of survey research, predictive analytics and application-based data management 
technology. WPAi clients win at a rate that exceeds the industry standard by double-digits.  WPAi has been the data team 
behind the RNC voter scores program, the polling/data team for the 2016 Cruz for President effort, the providers of data 
strategy for the Las Vegas Raiders relocation and, most recently, the team behind the analytics and polling for Glenn 
Youngkin’s 2021 Virginia Gubernatorial campaign.   
  
WPAi has been nationally recognized for providing cutting-edge intelligence to help our clients win. The American 
Association of Political Consultants (AAPC) has awarded WPAi with eleven Pollies including Best in Show. In 2022, CEO 
Chris Wilson and Vice President Amanda Iovino were awarded Pollster of the Year for our polling and analytics work on the 
Youngkin for Governor campaign. We have also been recognized by Campaigns & Elections’ Reed Awards for the Best Use 
of Data Analytics/Machine Learning, Best New Research Technique, Best Application of AI Technology to Optimize 
Targeting, and Best Data Analytics Solutions.  
  
The cornerstone of WPAi is our personnel. Our methodological approaches are dictated by advanced statistical guidelines 
as determined by our PhD-led team of researchers and data scientists. Our team has consistently been recognized as 
some of the best in the industry: CEO Chris Wilson was named Campaigns & Elections’ Technology Leader of the Year; 
Amanda Iovino (Principal), Matt Knee (Vice President and Director of Analytics), Trevor K. Smith, Ph.D. (Chief Research 
Officer), and Conor Maguire (Principal and Managing Director), each have been recognized among the American 
Association of Political Consultants (AAPC)’s prestigious 40 Under 40 list. 
 

 
 
 


